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     Congratulations to 

2004 McNair Scholar 

Amy Ritterbusch who 

has been awarded the Na-

tional Science Foundation 

Doctoral Dissertation Re-

search Improvement 

Grant to  live in Bogotá, 

Colombia for the 2008-

2009 academic year to 

conduct research on street 

children.  Since fall 2005, 

Amy has been a doctoral 

student in International 

Relations at Florida Inter-

national University.    

Proud to Present Our Distinguished Alumni:  

Amy Ritterbusch, overlooking the central zone of Bogotá 
and her two study sites ð Los Martires and Sante Fe. 

Amy Ritterbusch, 2004 Scholar 

 

2008 Trio Achiever Award  

 

Dr. Jennis Biser, 2001 McNair Scholar, re-

ceived the 2008 TRIO Achiever Award from 

the West Virginia Association of Educational 

Opportunity Program Personnel (WVAEOPP) 

during their annual conference in November 

2008.  Dr. Biser has been an assistant professor 

of Economics at North Carolina A&T State 

University since she received her Ph.D. in Eco-

nomics from George Mason University in Janu-

ary 2008.  On right, Dr. Jennis Biser (center) 

pictured with Nick Bedway, President of 

WVAEOPP (left) and Laurel Spigler, WVU 

Upward Bound counselor at the award cere-

mony. 

2005 Scholar Ƌ Josh Austin received the Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarship and has been enrolled in 

the Masterôs of Science program in International Politics at the University of Glasgow in Scotland since 

Fall 2008. 
 

2003 Scholar Ƌ Jonathan Young is working with members of the WV Senate and House of Dele-

gates this semester as a Robert W. Burk, Jr., graduate student intern.  He is experiencing the legislative 

process first-hand through conducting research as well as observing the making and analyses of public 

policies.  Jonathan is expected to complete his doctoral studies in Political Science this summer. 

2003 Scholar Ƌ Adrian Thompson began his Ph.D. studies in Clinical Psychology at Howard Uni-

versity in August, 2008.  Good luck Adrian! 
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Amy Ritterbusch married Esly Caldwell in 
November 2007 
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December Graduation 

Congratulations to December 2008 WVU graduates and McNair Scholars Luisa Padilla and Norly Prucien, 

both Exercise Physiology majors.  Good luck, and stay in touch!  This year the graduation dinner was held at Hi-

bachi Japanese Steakhouse.  A good meal and a good time was had by all.  Luisa will be attending WVU medical 

school and Norly is applying to masterôs programs for fall admission. 

   Luisa pictured with her faculty mentor Dr. Corrie Mancinelli Luisa Padilla receiving her McNair completion certificate from Dr. Mei 

More Alumni News 
 

Doctorates in the making 
The following McNair alumni are currently enrolled in doctoral programs.  Hang in there, future Drs.! 
2000 ï Jackie Bass, Gabrielle St. Leger 

2001 ï Nichole Johnson, Eunice Rohrer, Anna Stasick 

2002 ï Gabe Tapia 

2003 ï Amber Davis, Adrian Thompson, Brianna Williams, Chris Williamson (law school), Jonathan Young 

2004 ï Katrina McCoy, Amy Ritterbusch 

2005 ï Leilani Browning, Ehren Cruz, Heather Washington 

2006 ï Lauren Dembeck 

2007 ï David Bello, Jason Likens (medical school) 

Meet second - generation McNair Scholars  
 
 

 

Riley Quinn Grabuloff  

Say hello to Riley Quinn, the 

new daughter of Angie and 

David Grabuloff.  Riley en-

tered the world in August, 

2008.  Dr. Angie Grabuloff 

(2001 Scholar) is teaching in 

Tuntutuliak, Alaska, for a 

second year. 

    Xavier James Greene  

James Greene, 2004 Scholar, has been a 

proud dad since September 12, 2008 on 

which day  Xavier James Greene was 

born.  James is completing his masterôs 

in Integrated Marketing at WVU. 

Congratulations to Gabe and Jessica 

Tapia on the arrival of their son Wil-

liam Lucas, born on November 5, 

2008.   Gabe (2003 Scholar) is a doc-

toral student in the department of 

Mathematics at WVU. 

 

 

 
William Lucas Tapia 

*****************************************************************  


