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WVU McNair Scholars Program is proud to present the 2012 scholars 

Front row (L to R): Kierston Woods, Shakira Smith, Rickie Huffman, Milda Mullins, Michelle Watson, Tyree 

Harmon, Amanda Harker, Angela Martinez, Rachel James, Sherain Thomas 

Back row (L to R): Jessica Latham, Michael Powell, Chloe Brown, Jasmine Koech, Roger Jeffreys, Adam Carte, 

Reeva Morton, Kassey Riffle, and Trinity Howell. (Not  pictutred: Danielle Orndorff) 

2012 McNair Scholars 
 

Name   Major    Hometown  Faculty Mentor 

Chloe Brown  Psychology    Beltsville, MD  Dr. Rachael Woldoff 

Adam Carte  Biochemistry   Hico, WV  Dr. Ashok Bidwai 

Amanda Harker  Environ. & Natural Resource Man. Fairmont, WV  Dr. Wesley Burnett 

Tyree Harmon  Finance    West Orange, NJ  Dr. Ann Marie Hibbert 

Trinity Howell  Psychology   Turtle Creek, PA  Dr. Aaron Metzger 

Rickie Huffman  Art History   Mannington, WV  Dr. Janet Snyder 

Rachel James  Civil Engineering   Crawford, WV  Dr. Avinash Unnikrishnan 

Roger Jeffreys II  Forensic & Investigative Science Pursglove, WV  Dr. Keith Morris 

Jasmine Koech  Psychology   Burlington, WV  Dr. Natalie Shook 

Jessica Latham  History    Atlantic City, NJ  Dr. Tyler Boulware 

Angela Martinez  Environ. & Natural Resource Man. Twinsburg, OH   Dr. Kevin Leyden 

Reeva Morton  Psychology   Elliot City, MD  Dr. Cheryl McNeil 

Milda Mullins  Journalism   Rio, WV  Dr. Bob Britten 

Danielle Orndorff  Psychology   Augusta, WV  Dr. Amy Fiske 

Michael Powell  Aerospace Engineering  Hagerstown, MD  Dr. John Kuhlman 

Kassey Riffle  Sociology and Anthropology Weston,  WV  Dr. Dan Renfrew 

Shakira Smith  Psychology   Morgantown, WV Dr. Ian Kellems 

Sherain Thomas  Psychology   Oak Hill, WV  Dr. Julie Patrick 

Michelle Watson  Child Development/Family Studies South Charleston, WV Dr. Janie Leary 

Kierston Woods  English/Chinese    Fairmont, WV  Dr. Elizabeth Juckett 



We also congratulate the May 2012 graduating class on their success and future studies.  

Congratulations to our December 2011 and May 2012 Graduates 

December graduates above (L-R): Sherline Montoute, Kristen 

Meadows, Juan Franco Coronado, Jeannette Sanchez, Hellen Nditsi 

Congratulations to our December 2011 graduates on their 

achievements. Their graduation banquet was held on Decem-

ber 4, 2011.  
 

Jeanette Sanchez (2009) will be attending the masterôs pro-

gram in criminal justice at John Jay University in fall 2012. 
 

From 2010: 

Sherline Montoute will begin her masterôs studies in Public 

Health at Downstate Medical Center in New York City. 

Hellen Nditsi will be studying for dual masterôs degrees in 

Social Work and Public Administration at WVU. 
 

From 2011: 

Kristen Meadows is working as an intern in FL, and will be 

applying to graduate school upon completion of the intern-

ship. 

Juan Franco Coronado began his masterôs studies in Horti-

culture at North Dakota State University in January, 2012. 

Beginning in Fall 2012, many of our graduates will be en-

rolled in graduate studies: 

 

Sunny Narayanan (2008) received a graduate assistantship 

to attend the Biomedical Sciences doctoral program in the 

School of Graduate Studies at the Texas A&M Health Sci-

ence Center. 
 

From 2009: 

Rosalinda Desrochers received a teaching assistantship to 

begin the masterôs program in Sociology at WVU. 

Marlenea Morgan has been accepted into the WVU History 

department for her masterôs studies. 
 

From 2010: 

Michele Kelly completed the 5-year program in Secondary 

Education and received both her masterôs and bachelorôs de-

grees from the WVU College of Human Resources and Edu-

cation. 

Namratha Sastry has been selected as a NIH Undergraduate 

Scholar who will begin her two-year internship at the Nation-

al Institute of Health. 
 

From 2011: 

Joy Cox has been granted the Thurgood Marshall Academic 

Scholarship to begin her masterôs studies in Communication 

at the University of Missouri at Columbia. 

Mikhael King received the K. Leroy Irvis Fellowship to at-

tend the masterôs program at the University of Pittsburgh 

Graduate School of Public and International Affairs. 

Ciera Nicholson began her masterôs studies in Counseling at 

the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in June. 

Shawnna Mullenax has been appointed to a Teaching Assis-

tant position while attending the doctoral program in Political 

Science at the University of Colorado at Boulder. 

 

Pictured above (L-R): Tandra Sias, Joy Cox, Tahrea Fleming, 

Andres Romero, Shawnna Mullenax, Mikhael King, Namratha 

Sastry, Joseph Yaworski, Marlenea Morgan, Ciera Nicholson, 

Rosalinda Desrochers, Shawn Jeffries, and Sunny Narayanan.  

Not pictured: Michele Kelly 

From 2011 (contôd): 

Andr®s Romero has been awarded the Deanôs Diversity Fellow-

ship to attend the doctoral program in Anthropology at Wayne 

State University. 

Tandra Sias received a Teaching Assistantship and will begin the 

masterôs program in Child Development and Family Studies at 

WVU. 



This story can fit 100-150 words. 

The subject matter that appears 

in newsletters is virtually endless. 

You can include stories that 

focus on current technologies or 

innovations in your field. 

You may also want to note busi-

ness or economic trends, or 

make predictions for your cus-

tomers or clients. 

Conferences and Campus Visits 

 

 

McNair Scholars from both 2010 and 2011 presented their research projects at 

the University of Maryland McNair Conference in March 2012.  This was the 

first time most of the scholars presented research at a national conference.  

The experience was invaluable as expressed by the scholars: 
 

ñIt was at the conference that I realized that we were truly respected óscholarsô 

whose research  and academic devotions were worthy of acknowledgement.ò  

-Andr®s Romero 
 

ñThe University of Maryland Conference was extremely helpful in advancing 

my knowledge and preparing me to become a graduate student. This confer-

ence provided us with a nice start into professional conferences and allowed 

for us to get a taste of what is to come.ò  -Tandra Sias 
 

ñThe discussion of the tragic event that took Dr. McNairôs life inspired me to 

carry on his legacy.  The discussions at the conference made it seem possible 

to reach such success as Dr. McNair.  I am eager to carry on this type of en-

thusiasm throughout my advanced degree pursuit.ò  -Matthew Bologna 

 

 

For the 2012 WVU McNair Scholars, this was the first national conference 

they had ever attended.  All of them enjoyed the conference experience.  
 

Adam Carte expressed, ñI had an absolutely amazing time at my first 

McNair Conference.  Between viewing many interesting presentations, lis-

tening to prestigious speakers, networking with other scholars, and enjoying 

the beautiful Niagara Falls area, the trip seemed to fly by.ò 
 

Shakira Smith appreciated the opportunity to ñinteract with, support, and 

grow from so many young and diverse intellectual minds.ò 
 

Chloe Brown said, ñThe passion that is so evident within everyone at the 

conference has opened my eyes in knowing that I belong amongst these 

people and in the area of research.  I am so grateful to have been offered 

such an amazing opportunity to become a McNair Scholar.ò 

The 2012 McNair Scholars visited the Penn State 

campus in June.  Scholars had the opportunity to tour 

the campus, visited departments and laboratories, met 

with graduate faculty members, and learned about the 

graduate school application process.   The scholars 

had a great day of visit thanks to the Penn State 

McNair Scholars Program director and her staff mem-

bersô warm welcome and efforts in coordinating the 

visit.  

A few of the presenters at the University of Maryland 

Conference (L to R): Namratha Sastry, Mikhael King, 

Shawnna Mullenax, Ciera Nicholson, Joy Cox, Andres 

Romero, and Matthew Bologna 

2012 SUNY Buffalo National McNair Conference 

University of Maryland National McNair Conference 

Two new scholars learned the ropes of poster 

presentation at the University of Buffalo Confer-

ence as presented by a fellow McNair scholar.   

Penn State Campus Visit 


